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Reviewer: 

The  following  Draft  Section  4(f)  Statement  is  to  document  the  various 
studies  and  meetings  that  were  involved  in  arriving  at  a  determination 
that  there  are  no  prudent  and  feasible  alternatives  to  the  use  of  the 
4(f)  property  commonly  known  as  the  York  Bridge. 

Comments  and  questions  will  be  accepted  for  45  calendar  days  after  the 
receipt  of  this  letter.   If  no  communications  occur  during  this  time 
period  it  will  be  assumed  the  person  or  agency  does  not  have  any 
comments.  All  comments  should  be  sent  to: 

Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  MT   59601 
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STATEMENT  ON  BEHALF  OF  GOVERNOR  THOM.\S  L.  JUDGE, 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA, 

ON  THE  U.  S.  FOREST  SERVICE  PROPOSAL  TO 

CLASSIFY  THE  ABSAROKA  PRIMITIVE  AREA, 

THE  BEARTOOTH  PRIMITIVE  AREA,  AND 
CONTIGUOUS  LANDS  WITHIN  THE  NATIONAL 
WILDERNESS  PRESERVATION  SYSTEM 


Located  within  Montana  are  some  of  the  most  precious  acres  of 
wilderness  area  in  our  nation.   These  public  lands,  due  to  their  ruggedness 
and  remoteness,  have  escaped  the  evasive  inroads  of  mechanized  man  and, 
thereby  qualify  for  inclusion  into  our  national  wilderness  preservation 
system — a  protective  status  which  only  congressional  wilderness  classification 
affords.   Once  classified,  wild  lands  like  that  of  the  Absaroka-Beartooth 
provide  residents  and  visitors  to  our  State  with  the  unforgettable 
opportunity  to  visit  and  enjoy  wilderness  areas.   Moreover,  people 
throughout  the  country  find  satisfaction  simply  in  the  knowledge  that  in 
this  nation  there  still  exist  areas  where  man  is  only  a  wayfarer  who 
does  not  remain  as  a  permanent  resident.   But,  most  important,  wilderness 
areas  offer  all  of  us  the  opportunity  to  see  America  as  it  once  was,  thereby 
preserving  a  part  of  our  national  heritage  for  future  generations. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  the  United  States  Forest  Service 
for  spending  untold  hours  preparing  an  inventory  of  the  existing  natural 
resources  of  the  wild  lands  known  as  the  Absaroka-Beartooth,  and  for 
making  its  findings  known  to  the  public.   After  reviewing  the  Forest 
Service  proposal  and  conferring  with  Montana's  natural  resource  agencies, 
I  respectfully  submit  Montana's  views  on  the  future  management  of  these 
lands . 

I  feel  that  a  wilderness  classification  for  the  Absaroka-Beartooth 
region  will  protect  the  multiple  uses  of  the  area,  which  include  ecosystem 
integrity,  watersheds,  recreation,  natural  areas,  fisheries  and  wildlife 
habitat.   The  State  of  Montana  believes  that  the  scenic  beauty  and 
natural  solitude  of  this  area  is  of  such  value  that  its  significance 


cannot  be  over-estimated.   The  large  and  unbroken  expanse  of  the  Absaroka- 
Beartooth  wilderness  area  represents  a  variety  of  land  forms  and  life 
forms,  offering  what  could  possibly  be  the  most  spectacular  wilderness 
in  this  country. 

The  Forest  Service  wilderness  proposal  provides  a  sound  and  commendable 
basis  for  the  necessary  revisions  which  must  now  take  place  in  the 
public  arena.   To  this  end,  the  State  of  Montana  supports  a  wilderness 
classification  for  the  Absaroka-Beartooth  and  we  recommend  the  following: 

1.   That  all  qualified  lands  be  classified  to  provide  the  maximum 
wilderness  area  possible. 

y^      2.   That  the  Absaroka-Beartooth  area  be  classified  as  one  wilderness 
'^unit,  rather  than  being  fragmented  into  three  separate  units. 

3.   That  Congress  be  given  the  opportunity  to  consider,  as  a  unified 
whole,  all  qualified  lands  within  and  adjacent  to  the  Absaroka-Beartooth 
primitive  areas  within  the  ten  year  review  period  provided  for  in  Section 
3(b)  of  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964. 

I  have  asked  the  state's  natural  resource  agencies  to  provide  the 
Forest  Service  with  a  specific  boundary  recommendation  prior  to  the 
closing  of  the  hearing  record  on  April  30,  1974. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  present  testimony  on  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Montana. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

IVIontana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/draftsection4fst7529niont 


DISTRIBUTION  LIST 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lewis  and  Clark  County  Courthouse,  Helena,  MT  59601 

United  States  Postmaster,  2300  North  Harris  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601 

United  States  Postmaster,  316  North  Park  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601 

The  Honorable  Rich  Brown,  Mayor  of  Helena,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Helena  Chamber  of  Commerce  President,  201  East  Lyndale,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  Power  Company,  1315  North  Main  Street,  Helena,  MT  59601 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  7661  Canyon  Ferry  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  William  Bucher,  6929  Nelson  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Gordon  Hopperstad,  8059  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  William  Bronson,  7513  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  John  Arnold,  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Robert  Latham,  7429  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Edgar  Lilletvedt,  7459  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Melvin  Koehler,  7413  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Gary  Koeher,  7383  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  John  Woods,  6752  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Fred  Weber,  9181  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Casey,  9177  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Jerry  McCauley,  7027  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  George  Peterson,  6963  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  John  Flatt,  8283  York  Road,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Deputy  Regional  Administrator,  Region  VIII, 

Suite  900,  1960  Lincoln  Street,  Denver,  CO  80203 
Federal  Housing  Administration,  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Office  of  the 

Director,  Federal  Office  Building,  301  South  Park  Avenue,  Drawer  10095, 

Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Automobile  Association,  P.  0.  Box  4129,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Stockgrowers  Association,  Office  of  the  Secretary,  P.  0.  Box  1679, 

Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Historical  Society,  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer,  Veterans' 

Memorial  Building,  225  North  Roberts  Street,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Center  for  Balanced  Transportation,  P.  0.  Box  931,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Montana  State  University,  Department  of  Anthropology,  ATTN:  Dr.  Les  Davis, 

Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Montana  State  University,  Institute  of  Applied  Research,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Mr.  Richard  P.  Graetz,  P.  0.  Box  5630,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Sierra  Club  (Central),  Upper  Missouri  Group,  c/o  Adela  Awner,  P.  0.  Box  515, 

Helena,  MT  59601 
The  Wilderness  Society,  4260  East  Evans  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80222 
Montana  Wildlife  Federation,  P.  0.  Box  4373,  Missoula,  MT  59806 
Department  of  the  Army,  Omaha  District  Corps  of  Engineers,  7410  U.S.  Post  Office 

and  Courthouse,  Omaha,  NE  68102 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation,  United  States  Coast  Guard  Commander  (OAN), 

Thirteenth  Coast  Guard  District,  915  Second  Avenue,  Seattle,  WA  98174 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation,  Federal  Aviation  Administration,  Rocky 

Mountain  Region,  A.R.M.  615,  10455  East  25th  Avenue,  Aurora,  CO  80010 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Montana  State  Office, 

P.  0.  Box  30157,  Billings,  MT  59107 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  MS-104,  Chief,  Environ- 
mental Impact  Assessment  Program,  Reston,  VA  22092 


U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Chief,  Western  Field  Operation 

Center,  East  315  Montgomery,  Spokane,  WA  99207 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  WRD,  Federal  Building, 

Room  428,  Drawer  10076,  301  South  Park  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Services,  ATTN:  Area  Manager,  Federal  Building,  Room  3035, 

316  North  26th  Street,  Billings,  MT  59101 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Water  &  Power  Resources  Service,  Regional 

Director,  Region  U  M,  P.  0.  Box  2553,  Federal  Office  Building,  Billings, 

MT  59103 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Heritage  Conservation  &  Recreation  Service, 

Regional  Director,  Mid-Continent  Region,  P.  0.  Box  25387,  Building  41,  Denver 

Federal  Center,  Denver,  CO  80225 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  National  Park  Service,  Regional  Director, 

Rocky  Mountain  Region,  P.  0.  Box  25287,  655  Parfet  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80215 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Missouri  River  Basin,  Special  Assistant  to  the 

Secretary,  Room  688,  Building  67,  Denver  Federal  Center,  Denver,  CO  80225 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bonneville  Power  Administration,  Environmental 

Coordinator,  P.  0.  Box  3621,  Portland,  OR  97208 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation,  Federal  Highway  Administration,  301  South 

Park  Avenue,  Drawer  10056,  Helena,  MT  59601  HDA-MT 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks,  Assistant  Administrator,  Environment  and 

Information  Division,  1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Office  of  the  Director, 

32  South  Ewing,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Office  of  the  Commissioner,  1625  Eleventh  Avenue, 

Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  ATTN:  Administrator,  Conser- 
vation District  Division,  32  South  Ewing,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Office  of  the  Director,  P.  0.  Box  215,  Capitol 

Post  Office,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Park,  Administrator,  Recreation  and  Parks  Division, 

1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  Community  Affairs,  Aeronautics  Division,  P.  0.  Box  5178,  Helena, 

MT  59601 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Air  Quality  Bureau,  ATTN: 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Custin,  Environmental  Planner,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Mosquito  Abatement  Advisory 

Council,  ATTN:  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Quickenden,  Board  of  Health  Building,  Helena, 

MT  59601 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  ATTN: 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Willems,  Board  of  Health  Building,  Helena,  MT  59601 


MAL:cg:310D 


11 


DRAFT 
SECTION  4(f)  STATEMENT 
DP  280-1(1)11  -  YORK  BRIDGE  AND  APPROACHES 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Page 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

6 
Interagency  Correspondence  and  Environmental  Assessment  (AID) 

EXHIBITS 

Exhibit  1  Location  Map 

Exhibit  2  Aerial  Photos  of  the  York  Bridge 

Exhibit  3  Old  Bridge  Plans 

Exhibit  4  New  Bridge  (Steel  Girder  Option) 

Exhibit  5  New  Bridge  (Concrete  Beam  Option) 

Exhibit  6  Aerial  Photo  of  Alternates 

Exhibit  7  Determination  of  Eligibility 

Exhibit  8  Memorandum  of  Agreement 


I. 

NEED 

II. 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 

III. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  4(f) 

INVOLVEMENT 

IV. 

ALTERNATIVES 

V. 

AREA  AFFECTED 

VI. 

MITIGATION  MEASURES 

VII. 

COORDINATION 

-m- 


DRAFT 

SECTION  4(f)  STATEMENT 

DP  280-1(1)11  -  YORK  BRIDGE  AND  APPROACHES 


I.  NEED 

The  York  Bridge  is  a  one- lane  bridge  owned  by  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
County  and  located  approximately  16  miles  northeast  of  Helena  (see 
Exhibits  1  &  2).  In  the  fall  of  1978  an  unsafe  structural  problem 
was  discovered  on  the  west  bridge  pier.  Further  investigations  led 
to  the  closure  of  the  bridge.  The  residents  of  York  and  the  sur- 
rounding area  have  been  detoured  to  Route  FAS  284  since  the  closure 
of  the  bridge.  The  closure  of  the  bridge  has  been  a  great  incon- 
venience. 

* 

II.  PROJECT  DESRIPTION 

This  project  will  consist  of  the  construction  of  a  new  1100  foot 
bridge  across  the  Missouri  River  (commonly  known  as  Hauser  Lake) 
with  minimal  approach  work  on  Secondary  Route  280.  The  new  two- 
lane  bridge  will  be  located  upstream  from  the  present  York  Bridge 
approximately  730  feet  from  the  west  end  of  the  existing  bridge  and 
at  a  distance  of  150  feet  from  the  east  end  of  the  existing  bridge. 
The  two  options  being  considered  for  this  bridge  are  a  concrete 
beam  bridge  or  a  steel  girder  bridge  with  the  determination  being 
made  according  to  the  bids  submitted  (see  Exhibits  4&  5).  Riprap 
and  fill  material  placement  will  be  above  high  water  line,  and 
design  features  have  been  incorporated  in  response  to  aesthetic 
considerations  for  this  environmentally  sensitive  area.  A  causeway 
alternative  has  been  ruled  out. 
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An  assessment  of  the  impact  of  this  project  was  documented  in  an 
Agency  Impact  Determination  in  1976.  This  document  is  included  in 
Section  VII. 

III.  DESCRIPTION  of  4(f)  INVOLVEMENT 

The  York  Bridge  has  been  reviewed  by  the  U.S.  Heritage  Conservation 
and  Recreation  Service  and  determined  to  be  eligible  for  nomination 
to  the  Register  of  Historic  Places  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Register 
(see  Exhibit  7).  This  historical  eligibility  combined  with  the 
removal  of  the  existing  bridge  (removal  will  be  included  in  the 
contract  for  the  construction  of  the  new  bridge)  qualify  this 
undertaking  as  a  4(f)  involvement.  The  documentation  sent  to  the 
Keeper  is  in  Section  VII  and  includes  the  Historic  American  En- 
gineering Record  forms  which  proivde  a  vivid  description  of  the 
York  Bridge. 

The  criteria  that  establishes  this  bridge  on  the  Register  is  the 
history  of  the  bridge  that  is  associated  with  the  building  of  the 
Hauser  Dam  and  the  Helena  Power  Transmission  Company,  and  with 
Anton  Holter  and  Samuel  Hauser. 

IV.  ALTERNATIVES 

Four  alternatives  were  proposed  for  the  location  of  the  new  bridge. 
These  alternates  are  indicated  on  Exhibit  6.  Alternate  1  is  the 
location  chosen  for  the  new  bridge  and  represents  a  balance  in 
cost,  satety  standards  and  environmental  factors. 
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other  alternatives  away  from  the  York  Bridge  were  not  considered 
feasible  due  to  the  mountainous  terrain,  the  fact  that  there  are  no 
other  logical  crossings  of  Hauser  Lake,  and  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  existing  roadways  on  both  sides  of  the  lake  are  dependent 
upon  a  bridge  in  this  general  area. 

It  does  not  appear  that  new  bridge  construction  at  the  chosen 
location  (Alternate  1)  or  at  any  other  location  would  have  an 
adverse  effect  upon  the  York  Bridge.  The  presence  of  the  new 
bridge  at  the  chosen  location  will  be  at  an  average  distance  of  440 
feet  which  will  alter  the  setting  somewhat  but  would  not  adversely 
affect  the  quality  of  the  historical  characteristic  that  qualified 
the  bridge  for  listing,  i.e.,  the  assoication  of  persons  signif- 
icant in  state  and  local  history.  The  old  bridge  obviously  cannot 
be  used  as  a  work  bridge  during  construction.  The  contractor  will 
probably  accomplish  the  work  using  barges. 

Rehabilitation  is  the  only  alternative  that  would  avoid  4(f)  in- 
volvement, ie.  ,  the  removal  of  the  bridge.  This  alternative  was 
investigated  after  an  unsafe  structural  condition  was  discovered  in 
the  fall  of  1978  which  subsequently  required  the  closure  of  the 
bridge. 

The  west  river  pier  was  seriously  damaged  just  two  years  after  the 
bridge's  construction  when  Hauser  Dam  collapsed  in  1908.  The 
powerful  scouring  from  when  the  dam  washed  out  caused  all  piers  to 
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settle  (see  Exhibit  3).  Our  agency  has  studied  the  possibility  of 
straightening  the  bridge's  vertical  alignment  and  then  stabilizing 
the  pier.  The  many  uncertainties  involved  in  test  loading  the 
bridge;  reinforcing  the  failing  pier;  determining  the  condition  of 
the  original  timber  pilings;  and  even  locating  bedrock  or  a  stratum 
more  soid  than  sandy  gravel  have  led  all  investigations  in  refur- 
bishment to  the  same  conclusion:  There  is  no  way  of  assuring  that 
the  York  Bridge  can  be  made  safe  for  even  light  vehicular  traffic. 
While  the  cost  of  trying  to  stabilize  the  bridge  for  restricted 
traffic  loads  is  not  seen  as  prohibitive,  the  makeshift  nature  of 
this  effort  would  simply  not  be  practical  based  on  engineering  and 
geotechnical  considerations.  Furthermore,  the  liability  associated 
with  reopening  the  bridge  would  be  a  tremendous  burden  to  be 
assumed  by  the  County  or  State. 

At  the  Public  Hearing  for  the  project  held  in  York  on  May  17,  1977, 
mention  was  made  of  allowing  the  bridge  to  remain  standing  but 
closed  to  traffic  after  construction  of  the  new  bridge.  A  week 
after  the  meeting,  a  petition  was  circulated  among  York  inhabitants 
and  submitted  to  the  Department  which  included  the  recommendation 
to  remove  the  existing  bridge  with  the  piers  truncated  below  the 
low  water  level  for  the  sake  of  aesthetics  and  boater  safety.  The 
County  has  also  requested  that  the  York  Bridge  be  removed,  pre- 
ferably undertaken  as  part  of  the  construction  contract.  Removal 
of  the  County's  bridge  will  be  included  as  a  unit  of  this  con- 
struction project  and  federal  funds  will  be  used.   The  notion  to 
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retain  the  old,  unused  bridge  has  not  been  popular  since  is  struc- 
tural deficiency  became  apparent.  The  County  Commissioners  have 
indicated  they  prefer  no  reuse  of  the  existing  bridge. 

The  "Do  Nothing"  Alternate  would  leave  the  bridge  closed  to  traffic 
and  would  leave  the  community  of  York  isolated.  This  is  not  ac- 
ceptable and  will  not  be  considered  further. 

V.  AREA  AFFECTED 

The  existing  bridge  will  be  dismantled  and  removed  from  the  present 
site.  This  work  will  be  included  as  part  of  the  contract  for  the 
new  bridge.  The  approaches  to  the  existing  bridge  will  be  con- 
verted to  a  recreational  use. 

VI.  MITIGATION  MEASURES 

Mitigation  measures  will  include  photographing  and  recording  the 
existing  structure  in  accordance  with  Historic  American  Engineering 
Record  standards.  Information  from  the  Historic  American  Engineer- 
ing Record,  along  with  copies  of  the  original  plans  and  other 
historical  information,  will  be  bound  in  booklets  and  given  to  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Library  and  the  Montana  Historical  Society  Museum. 
A  sign  indicating  historical  information  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  existing  bridge  was  suggested  as  a  mitigation  measure  but  was 
rejected.  Vandalism  and  maintenance  were  stated  as  problems  with 
locating  a  sign  such  as  this  on  a  secondary  road. 
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VII.  COORDINATION 

After  the  Public  Hearing  in  1977,  it  was  determined  that  removal  of 
the  existing  bridge  was  preferred  by  both  the  County  Commissioners 
and  the  people  of  York  and  the  surrounding  area.  The  historic 
character  of  the  York  Bridge  indicated  a  possible  nomination  to  the 
Register  so  the  historic  research  was  initiated  at  that  time. 
After  extensive  research,  the  bridge  was  determined  to  meet  the 
criteria  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  County  Commissioners,  State 
agencies  and  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  that  it  is  not 
reasonable  and  prudent  to  rehabilitate  the  old  bridge  and  that  a 
new  bridge  on  the  proposed  alignment  (Alternate  1,  Exhibit  6)  is 
the  proper  solution.  A  proposed  Memorandum  of  Agreement,  together 
with  mitigation  stipulations  (Exhibit  8),  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

The  following  includes  some  of  the  documentation  and  coordination 
compiled  in  the  historic  and  environmental  review  of  the  York 
Bridge. 
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U.S.   OF-PAriTMENT   OF  TRANSPORTATION 

FLDERAL   HIGHWAY   ADMINISTRATION 

REGION   CIOHI 

Montana  Division 
Federal  Office  Building 
301  S.  Park,  Drawer  10056 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


June  24,  1980 


Ms.   Carol   D.   Schull 

Acting  Keeper  of  the  Register 

U.   S.    DepartiTient  of  the   Interior 

HeritC'qe  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service 

Washington,  D.    C.     20?40 


IN   RtPi-V   Blf-tH    TO: 

HEB-MT 


RS  280-1(1) 
York  Bridge 


Dear  Ms.   Schull : 

Submitted  herevn'th  is  information  relative  to  tha  historical   and 
structural   significance  of  the  York  Bridge,  a  78-year  old  structure 
spanning  Ha  user  Lake  or  the  Missouri  River  mainstream  in  Lewis  f* 
Clark  County,  Montana.     We  are  providing  this  material   for  your  use 
in  making  a  determination  of  eligibility  for  the  National   Register 
of  Historic  Places. 

The  attached  MAfR  inventory  sheets  v;ere  completed  as  part  of  an 
on-going  statov/ide  inventory  project  that  HALR  is  conducting  under 
contract  with  the  Monte:na  Department  of  Highways.     This   inventory 
will   cataloQ  all   bridges  over  45  years  old  and  will   aid  in  Section 
106  con.pliance  by  providing  a  context  in  v;hich  structures  throug.'iout 
the  State  can  be  evaluated  in  terms  of  their  historical  and  engineer- 
ing significance.     Although  mucii  inform-jtion  has  been  collected  to 
date,  our  ability  to  evaluate  an  individual  bridge  within  some  com- 
prehensive framework  is  limited.     We  have  comparative  data,  but  it 
presents  a  somewhat  fragmented  picture. 

The  York  Bridgv'?  is  similar  to  other  bridges   in  the  state;  there  is 
a  pin  connected  bridge  at  Corwin  Springs  with  an  almost  identical 
configuration,  a  similar  single  truss  pin-connected  bridge  over  the 
Milk  River  at  Wagner,  and  a  bridge  at  111 m  with  the  same  configuration, 
but  riveted  rather  than  pin-connected. 

Though  structurally  the  York  Bridge  lacks  distinction,  the  circumstances 
surrounding  its  construction  may  be  of  historical    interest.     The 
fairly  conplcx  business  transactions  associated  with  it  are  detailed 
in  the  cultural   resource  rcconiiaissancc.  report  for  the  bridge   re- 
placement project  itroposcd   in  the  vicinity  of  the  existing  bridge. 
The  affairs  of  tlie  local  magnates  responsible  for  the  bridge's 
construction  exemplify  how  compi-omise  in  the  variety  of  interests 
v.orkcd  to  benefit  the  area's  econoiay.     The  York  Cridcie  had  a  secondary 
relationship  with   Ihe  ca»eers  of  these  capitial ists,  and  played  a 
mir.or  vo]v   in  hydroelectric  dev(,lop:i>ent  of  the  Missouri    Riv(.>r. 
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Construction  of  bridges  of  this  vintage  v/as  never  incidental  since 
they  ordinarily  provided  a  vital   link  necessary  for  the  growth  of 
an  area. 

The  existing  bridge  is  closed  to  traffic  because   it  is  hazardous 
due  to  a  serious  foundation  failure  and  the  Department  of  Highways 
and  the  Federal   Highv/ay  Administration  consider  it  to  be  beyond 
reasonable  repair. 

V/e  are  requesting  that  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 
comment  on  the  York  Bridge's  eligibility  for  nomination  to  the 
National  Register.  We  defer  to  your  opinion  on  the  applicability 
of  the  National  Register  criteria  and  request  that  our  remarks 
also  be  considered  in  making  the  determination  of  eligibility. 
If  more  information  is  required,  please  contact  our  office. 


H.   N.   Stewart,   Division  Administrator 
Federal  Highway  Administration 


Ronald  Richards,   Director 
Montana  Departirient  of  Highways 


I  believe  the  York  bridge  is 

is  not    I — I 
Eligible  for  nomination  to  the 
National   Register  of  Historic  Places 


5//. 


Dr.   Robert  Archibiild     SHPO 


L 


United  Slates  Department  of  the  Interior 

HERITAGE  CONSERVATION  AND   RECREATION   SERVICE 
WASHINGrOJ>I.  D.  C.  20243 


IN  REPlV  nCFCR  TO; 


June  16,   1980 


f/ir.   Steve  Kologi,    P.E.,   Chief 
Preconstruction   Bureau  '      '  ' 

Department  of  Highways 
2701   Prospect  .       ^        ,   • 

Helena,   MT     59601  .'         '    .  ' 

Dear  Mr.    Kologi:  •  ' 

You   have  asked   me  to   state   my  opinion  on  the  eligibility  of  the  Yor^k   Bridge 
for   inclusion   on   the   National    Register.      I    believe   the   bridge  is  eligible  and 
this  letter  will  detail  my  reasons  for  that  belief. 

The   York  Bridge  is  a  pin-connected   Pennsylvania  through  truss  structure  not 
unlike  other   pin-connected  Pennsylvania  trusses  found   in  the  state.      As  such 
it   is   not   of   particular   significance  for  structural  or  engineering   reasons.      It 
is,    however,    representative   of  the  type  and  also  of  some  interest  because   its 
piers   support  it  not  above  a  river  but  above  the  deeper  waters  of  the  Hauser 
Dam   Reservoir. 

The  York   Bridge   gains  its  significance,    and  therefore  may  be  eligible  for  the 
National    Register,    because  of  its  historic  associations  with  the  building   of  the 
Hauser    Dam,    with    the    Helena    Power   Transmission    Company    and    with    Anton 
Holler   and  Samual   Hauser.      Holter  and   Hauser  were   both   prominent  figures   in 
the   political   and   economic  development  of  the  Montana  territory  and  the  State 
of   Montana.      The    Helena    Power   Transmission    Company    and    its    Hauser    Dr.m 
were   significant   early   developments    in   the  electrification  of  the  State.      Prior 
to   construction   of   the   dam,    there    were    several    ferries    and   numerous   i-oads 
along   the   Missouri    River   wliere   the    reservoir   was    to   form.       Lewis    &   Clark 
County   had   plans   for   a  bridge  to  replace  the  ferries;    however,    the   presence 
of   a    reservoir   would    increase    the   cost   of   a    bridge    and    would    destroy    the 
roads  along  the   river  which  had   been  built   at  county  expense. 

Through    the    negotiating    efforts    of    Hauser    and    Holler,    officers    of    Helena 
Power   Transmission   Company,    an  agi-eeiiieiiV-  was   reached   whereby  what   is   now 
known    as    the    York    iMidgo    would    be   built*  l^y   HP'I"   Co.    wilh   the;   county   ce'i- 
li-it)utir>q    funds    equal    to  what    a   bridge^   wilhoul   the   reservoir   would    have   cc)^t 
and    with    MPT    Co.    paying    the;    difference.       The    county    then    agreed    noi    to 


Mr.   Sieve   Kologi,   P.E.,   Chief 

June  16,   1980 

Page  2  ; . 

charge   dam^iges   against  the  road  loss  to  encourage  development  of  the  hydro- 
electric  facility.      The   coming    of   electric    power   to   the   State    had   significant 
social,   economic  and  technological   impacts  on  the  state  and  the  building  of  t'lie 
York  Bridge  was  a  significant  element  in  the  construction  of  this  early  hydro- 
electric development  in  the  State. 

The   York   Bridge   was  built  across  the  waters  of  the  Hauser  Dam   Reservoir  in 
1906.      The   dam   gave   way   in    1908  and  the  force  of  water  rushing   out  of  the 
reservoir   damaged   the    bridge    piers.      However,   the  bridge  survived   and   was 
repaired.     This  fact  perhaps  adds  to  the  significance  of  the  bridge. 

If   I    can   be   of  further   assistance   in   the  determination  of  eligibility  process, 
please  contact  me. 

Sincerely.  **  .         . 

Fredric   L.   Quivik 

Historian 

Historic  American   Engineering   Record 

DV:FLQ:cg:1F 

cc:      Dr.    Robert  Archibald,   SHPO 
*-6TrrT5unbar,    FHWA 
G.    L.    Larson 
L.   S.    Harris 
Dr.  T.   Allan  Comp,    HAER 
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HISTORIC    PREISERVATION    OJ-FICE 

225  NORTH  ROBfzRTS  STRhlET  o  (400)  449-4584  <»  HELENA.  MCN'TANA  59601 


May  29,    1979 


Mr.  Stcphon  C.  Kologi,  PE ,  Chief 
Prcccnstructior.  Bureau 
]X.'pr.rti:icnt  of  IIic':hw;i.ys 
Helena,  MT  59601 


Dl>  280-1  (1) 
York  Bridge 


Dear  Mr.  Kolor^i 


The  York  Bridce    appears    to   meet    the    criteria   .for   listing   on    the 
National   Reijister  of  Historic  Places.       It   meets    criteria  B    in    that 
it   is   associated  with   Sainuel   llauserand   Anton   Holter,    who    are 
of   state   historic   development    of    tlie    state    in    the    fields    of    comn!c;rc-. 
industry,    stock   raising,    transportation,    and  politics. 

I   concur   in   your  opinion   tliat    the   site   should  be   evaluated   by 
B.A.L.n.    lo   determine   it    if  meets    criteria   C   and    is   of    sign  if  lean  <.;c: 
In   its   construction. 


The  report 


recommends  "no  further  mitigation"  in  the  proposed 
construction  area  for  a  nev/  bridge.   I  assume  this  to  be  a  mis- 
understanding of  the  terminology  by  the  contracting  achaeologist 
No  mitigation  report  accompanies  your  submission.   I  am  sure  you 
understand  tliat  no  mitigation  of  liistoric  properties  should  ever 
be  undertakLMi  by  your  department  until  you  have  consulted  with 
this  office  and  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation.   " 
tlie  contractor  is  correct  in  his  statement,  please  submit  the 
mitigation  report  for  reviev,',  and  instruct  him  not  to  luidertake 
ajiy  migitalivo  measures  untii  such  time  as  he  is  authorized  to 
do  so. 


/ 


Than):   you   for   consulting   v.-itli   me. 
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/%3l^^|     fVlONTANA  HISTOUICAL  SOCIETY 

HISTORIC    PRESERVATION   OFFICE 

225  NORTH  ROBERTS  STREET*  (406)  449-4584 •  HELENA.  MONTANA  59601 


August    21  ,    1980 


Mr.  Louis  S.  Wa I  I 

Assistant  Director 

Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 

P.O.  Box  25085 

Denv.  r,  CO   80225 

Dear  Lou: 


Witnin  the  pa-^t  week,  the  Federal  Highrway  Administration  and 
Montana  State  Department  of  Highways  have  asked  us  to  reviev;  a  preliminary 
case  report  and  memorandurr.  of  agreement  on  the  demolition  of  the  York 
Bridge,  Lewis  and  Clark  County  Montana,  and  construction  of  a  nev/ 
cridge.   This  letter  constitutes  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer's 
report  on  the  undertaking,  which  has  been  assessed  here  as  having 
on  adverse  effect.   Our  comments  are  offered  in  outline  form  beiow. 

Significance  of  the  Property 

We  recommended  the  York  Bridge  as  eligible  for  the  National  Register. 
Based  on  work  done  by  the  HAER/Montana  Department  of  High.vay  Inventory, 
it  is  a  good  representative  of  bridge  construction  of  that  era,  but 
not  unusual.  Its  greater  significance  lies  in  the  power  development/comr.iun  i 
need  compromise  that  it  represented  and  the  association  that  the  very 
small  community  of  York  might  have  with  a  structure  that  has  been 
its  single  criticol  access  route  for  70  years. 

Effect  of  the  Undertaking 

Demolition  of  the  structure  Is  clearly  an  adverse  effect. 
Alternative  to  the  Undertaking 

This  discussion  relates  also  to  the  discussion  of  local  positions. 

The  York  Bridge  clearly  does  not  meet--by  virtue  of  width  and 
approach  curvature--current  highway  standards.   Its  replacement  was 
considered  necessary  prior  to  its  1977  closure.   Hence,  we  do  not 
perceive  a  alternative  to  that.   The  only  alternatives  pertinent  to 
the  situation  relcite  to  what  happens  to  York  Bridge  when  a  new 
bridge  is  constructed. 

While  \\/c  have  not  reexamined  ourselves   the  feasibility  ot  co' t  , 
safety,  1 iabi 1 i ty ,and  combined  maintenance  of  the  old  bridge  as  a 
bike  or  walkway,  .retaining  the  original  structure  as  an  alternative 
is  not  recommended  in  the  context  of  local  sentiment. 
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Alternatives  lie  in  forms  of  mitigation,  but  not  in  our  judgment 
to  the  entire  undertaking. 

Local  participation  in  preservation — Local  sentiment 

The  local  cor.ununity  in  and  outside  of  York,  based  on  informal 
observation,  does  not  consider  the  preservation  of  the  York  Bridge 
logical  or  important.   Access,  especially  scenic  access,  to  that  area 
is  of  greater  value  to  them  than  restoration  of  the  current  structure. 
Those  views  were  generally  expressed  not  only  in  1977.  but  again  in 
the  past  year  and  week,  most  recently  in  a  County  Commission  meeting 
on  August  1 9- 

We  judge  the  situation  to  warrant  no  unusual  efforts  to  preserve, 

M  i  t  i  na  t  i  on  ,1  e  rnor  i  ves 


We  originally  concurred  in  the  Department  of  Highwav  s  suggestion 
for  riAER  recording  of  the  structure  and  suggested,  additionally  the 
p'acenent  of  an  historical  marker  on  the  old  bridge  access  roadway 
areas.   County  sentiment  for  either  locating  a  sign  there  or  incurring 
the  cost  of  maintaining  it,  does  not  appear  to  make  chat  mitigation 
'jctivity  v;orth  pursuing.   We  are    satisfied,  instead,  with  the  proposal 
to  insure  that  historical  information  on  the  bridge  and  the  HAER  photographs 
■md  drav/ings  are   available  in  local  libraries. 

Sincerely, 


Marcel  la  Sherfy 

Deputy  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 


MS/det 

cc:   Federal  Highv;ay  Administration 

Federal  Office  Building 

301  S.  Park,  Drawer  10056 

Helena,  MT   59601 

ATTENTION:   William  Dunbar 

Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect  Avenue 
Helena,  MT   59601 
ATTENTION:   Mark  Layton 


<^&^e 


(Office  of  tl]c  Coimt^  QJomntiBBtottcrB 
COURTHOUSE,  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


JOHN  WILKINSON 
CHRIS  GARDNER 
BOB  DECKER 


PHONE  406  442-6737 


August  25,  1980 


Mr.  L.  S.  Harris,  Manager 
Secondary  Roads  Unit 
Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena  MT  59601 

Dear  Buck: 

At  this  time  we  have  no  use  for  the  three  single-lane  spans  of 
the  old  York  Bridge.   We  are  not  at  all  interested  in  keeping 
the  bridge  for  foot  traffic  for  fishermen.   The  bridge  represents 
a  continuing  liability  for  the  county,  and  we  do  not  want  to 
continue  maintaining  it.   As  we  stated  in  our  previous  letter, 
we  would  prefer  that  the  demolition  of  the  bridge  be  part  of 
the  construction  contract  for  the  new  York  Bridge. 

If  the  bridge  is  declared  a  national  historic  site  and  a 
historic  marker  is  placed  near  the  site  of  the  old  bridge, 
Lewis  and  Clark  County  would  be  able  to  take  over  maintenance 
of  the  marker  as  part  of  our  regular  bridge  maintenance  duties. 

Sincerely, 

BOARD  OF  COUNTY  COMiMISSIONERS 
LEWIS  AND  CLARK  COUNTY 


Bob  Decker,  Chairman 


mn  H.  Wilkinson         ' 


Chris  Gardner 


c  Jim  Ellis 
ck 
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York,  Montana 
Mfiy  25,  1977 

Public  Hearings  Unit 
Department  of  Highways 
State  of  Montana 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Sirs;  LI  ^ LJ_Rfe:   DP  72(7) 

York  Bridge 

We  submit  the  following  recommendations  and  comments  for 
your  consideration  in  planning  for  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  York  Bridge: 

1,  Alternate  route  one  (1)  selected  for  the  bridge. 

This  route  provides  easy  access  on  both  the  east 
and  west  approaches  with  the  lowest  degree  of 
curvature  and  will  tie  in  with  the  existing  roadway 
with  little  new  construction  required. 

2,  Design  the  proposed  bridge  as  a  clear-span  struc- 
ture with  no  causeway  at  either  end. 

The  west  end  of  the  proposed  bridge  is  adjacent  to 
one  o±  trie  uiost  popular  camping  and  boating  areas 
on  Hauser  Lake,   Any  obstruction  built  in  the  lake 
would  present  a  hazzard  to  boaters  and  particularly 
to  those  water  skiing  in  this  area.   Immediately  to 
the  south  of  the  west  approach  is  a  natural  ramp 
for  launching  boats  and  the  shore  line  is  excellent 
for  skiing  activities.   In  addition  most  causeways 
seem  to  become  the  favorite  place  for  the  disposal 
Of  trash  fish  which  creates  an  obnoxious  scene  as 
well  as  odors  for  anyone  enjoying  the  outdoors. 

3,  Remove  the  existing  bridge  and  restore  the  shoreline 
to  it's  natural  state. 

If  the  pillars  of  the  new  structure  are  not  designed 
in-line  with  those  of  the  existing  bridge  an  obsta- 
cle course  on  the  lake  v;ill  result.   The  pillars  of 
the  existing  structure  should  be  removed  to  a  depth 
where  they  will  present  no  hazzard  during  periods 
when  the  water  level  of  the  lake  is  lowered.. 


4.   Maintain  the  existing  roadway  on  the  east  shoreline 
between  the  old  and  new  structures. 

This  is  a  popular  aroa  for  cauiping  and  shore-fishing 
and  continued  access  could  be  maintained  at  little 
cost,. 


DP  72(7) 
Yor)c  Bridge 


5.   Retain  the  existing  roadway  up  Trout  Creek, 

This  is  a  scenic  route  which  provides  access  to  the 
Trout  Creek  and  Beaver  Creek  drainages,  often 
called  the  'Figure  Eight*  drive.   Any  alteration  of 
the  present  roadway  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
residents  of  the  area,  the  scenic  beauty  of  the  area, 
and  the  fish  and  wildlife. 

As  residents  of  the  York  Community  we  respectfully  request  your 
consideration  of  the  above  ideas. 


Sihc«rely, 
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THOMAS  L.  JUDGE 

GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

May  6,  1976 


H.J  ANDERSON 

DIRECTOR    OF  .HIGHWAYS 


IN  REPLY    REFER   TO 


DP  72  (7) 

York  Bridge  5  Approaches 


U.  S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Federal  Higlr.vay  Administration 
501  N.  Fee  Street 
Helena,  ^fontana  59601 


Gentlemen : 


08  30.22  A2 


This  is  to  request  your  concurrence  that  neither  an  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  nor  a  Negative  Declaration  is  required  for  the  subject  project 
and  that  tliis  Agency  Imi^act  Determination  is  appropriate. 

1.  WCATIOX  AXD  DESCRIPTION  OF  T\m   PROPOSED  I^PRO\^E^ENT  AND  ITS  SUPJRODNDING  M(EA 

This  project  is  located  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  approximately  sixteen 
miles  northeast  of  Helena.  The  attached  maps,  Exhibits  "A"  5  "B",  show  the  location 
of  tlie  project  with  respect  to  both  the  entire  state  and  tlie  City  of  Helena. 

The  project  will  involve  approximately  1.1  miles  of  roadi\'ay  and  structure 
crossing  Hauser  Lake  in  the  xdcinity  of  the  existing  bridge.  This  section  of  highway 
is  a  portion  of  Federal  Aid  Secondar)'  Route  280. 

The  purpose  of  this  project  is  to  improve  the  safety  and  efficiency  of 
tliis  highway  section  through  reconstruction.  As  stated  in  the  attaclied  Letter  of 
Intent  dated  Januaiy  21,  1974,  Ex]iibit  "C",  tlie  existing  highway  is  in  ver>'  poor 
condition  with  a  naiTOw  roadway,  bad  curves,  and  poor  sight  distance.  Tlie  existing 
structure  was  built  in  1906  and  is  well  beyond  its  useful  life. 

The  new  highway  will  be  a  two- lane  facility  utilizing  two  12- foot  driving 
lanes  ^dth  2-foot  wide  outside  shoulders.  As  shoun  on  the  attached  Exliibit  "E",  tlie 
majority  of  tlie  project  passes  tlirough  grazing  land.  Tlierc  are  no  developed  recreation 
areas  at  tliis  time  on  the  project,  however,  there  is  a  high  potential  for  recreational 
use  and  at  present  there  are  areas,  see  ExJiibit  "E",  which  are  being  used  for  cajr.ping, 
fishing  and  boating. 
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TJie  existing  structure  and  its  related  items  will  be  removed  along 
with  the  obliteration  of  the  approaches  to  the  structure  except  where  tlie  exist- 
ing roadway  could  possibly  be  developed  into  parking  access  for  local  use  or  recre- 
ation. 

2,  PROB./UJLE  IMPACT  .    .      • 

The  major  impact  of  this  project  will  be  to  provide  a  safe  and  efficient 
highv/ay  facilit)"^  that  will  ser\^e  the  traveling  public.  The  majority  of  the  project 
can  be  built  without  appreciable  disiTiption  of  the  flow  of  traffic.  New  right-of-way 
vill  be  required  for  tlie  project,  but  at  this  time  the  exact  amount  (acres)  is  not 
knouTi  since  the  final  alignment  has  not  been  established.  Rough  estimates  can  be 
made,  however.  Utilizing  the  information  available  at  this  time  alignments  1  and  2 
vould  require  about  27  acres.  Alignment  5  would  require  about  26  acres.  Alignment  4 
vv'ould  require  25  acres. 

It  appears  that  no  people  or  businesses  will  be  displaced  as  a  result  of 
this  project.  However,  if  for  some  reason  during  future  development  of  this  project 
it  becomes  necessary  to  displace  people  or  businesses  the  Department  of  Highways  has 
a  right-of-way  procedure  which  includes  relocation  assistance  that  would  be  available 
to  the  displaced  persons.  Also,  no  one  would  be  displaced  until  adequate  replacement 
housing  has  been  obtained.. 

No  historic  sites,  natural  landmark,  parks  or  wildlife  or  waterfowl  refuges 
will  be  affected  by  this  project.  There  is  potential  recreational  use  of  the  lands 
along  this  project,  see  Exhibit  "E",  which  could  be  affected  by  the  alternates  pro- 
posed. Some  areas  would  be  affected  more  than  others,  depending  upon  the  alignment 
being  considered. 

Also,  there  is  presently  being  studied  a  ten-mile  wide  corridor,  by  tlie 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  for  the  proposed  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail.  Tlie  project 
lies  in  witliin  t]iis  corridor,  but  the  precise  location  of  the  trail  in  the  project 
area  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

Access  to  religious,  educational,  cultural,  recreational,  and  cmplo)ni^nt 
opportunities  will  be  improved  by  this  project.  The  project  should  have  minim:il,  if 
•any  effect  on  tJie  econom>'  of  tlie  area  except  possibly  during  construction.  Construction 
should  aid  short  term  emp]o)Tnent  in  tJie  area  which  in  turn  will  benefit  the  area 
businesses. 

3.  PROB.\BLE  AD\'ERSE  IMPACTS  l\Hia^  C^XNOT  BE  AVOIDED. 

Some  water  pollution  will  occur  during  construction.  Efforts  will  be  made, 
however,  to  keep  this  to  a  minimum.  The  Montana  Department  of  Highways  Standard  Spocifi 
cations  contain  provisions  pertaining  to  this  matter  tliat  the  contractor  must  follow. 
Interim  erosion  control  measures  will  be  ncoi-]">orated  into  the  project  during  construc- 
tion. Also,  tlic  contractor  will  be  required  to  adhere  to  all  state  and  national  laws 
regarding  tJiis  matter. 
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Although  air  pollution  is  expected  to  increase  during  construction, 
abatement  \%'ill  be  pro\rLded  by  contractor  compliance  with  requirements  in  the 
Department  of  Highways  Standard  Specifications  and  special  provisions.  Watering 
the  road  surface  and  similar  measures  will  be  included  to  alleviate  the  dust 
problems  associated  with  highway  construction.  The  contractor  will  also  have  to 
follow  all  state  and  national  laws  regarding  this  type  of  pollution. 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  has  reviewed  the 
project  and  found  that  there  should  be  no  adverse  effects  on  air  quality  from  tJie 
construction  of  the  project.  A  copy  of  their  response  to  the  Letter  of  Intent  is 
attached. 

TTiere  are  no  utilities  involved  on  this  project. 

Future  noise  pollution  will  not  be  a  detrimental  factor  on  this  project. 
Using  the  NCHRP  Report  117  nomograph  method,  (copy  attadied,  Exhibit  "D")  it  was 
found  that  the  future  Ltq  noise  level  is  70  dBA  at  a  distance  of  40  feet  from  center- 
line  and  there  are  no  structures  closer  than  100  feet. 

4.  ALTERM.^TES 

Besides  the  "No  Build"  alternate  there  are  four  (A)   basic  alignments 
proposed  for  the  crossing  of  Hauser  Lake,  as  sho\m  on  Exhibit  "E".  Consideration 
is  being  given  to  the  use  of  a  structure  or  a  combination  of  structures  to  cross 
Hauser  Lake  and  Trout  Creek.  Also  being  considered  is  the  use  of  a  causeway  on 
alignments  1  or  3.  Tlie  vertical  clearance  bet\\'een  tlie  water  surface  and  the  under 
side  of  any  structure  used  would  not  be  less  than  what  now  exists.  The  causeway 
would  have  a  normal  horizontal  water  surface  opening  of  about  240  feet. 

The  "no-build"  alternate  would  leave  the  present  roadway  in  its  inadequate 
and  inefficient  condition  to  serve  the  traveling  public's  increasing  needs. 

5.  RELATIONSHIP  BETi\'EEN  SHORT-TERM  USE  AND  LONG-TERM  PRODUCTR^ITY 

The  short-term  uses  of  the  environment  during  the  construction  of  this 
project  will  not  be  significant.  After  construction  the  flow  of  traffic  will  be 
improved  but  the  overall  traffic  patterns  will  not  change.  Manmade  features  that 
will  be  replaced  will  be  the  existing  structure  over  Hauser  Lake. 

Tlie  effect  on  natural  features  will  be  insignificant.  Tlie  construction 
process  could  slightly  disrupt  tlie  area  and  cause  some  traffic  delays.  This  will 
be  short  lived  and  last  only  as  long  as  it  takes  to  comjilete  the  necessar)'  work. 

Tlie  long-term  effect  will  be  tlie  provision  of  a  safe  and  efficient 
transportation  facility  for  tlie  public.  Although  access  to  some  land  may  be  inprovcd, 
we  do  not  expect  tliis  to  cause  any  significant  change  in  land  use. 
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6.  IRREVERSIBLE  AND  IRRETRIB^ABLE  COMMITMIZNTS  OF  RESOURCES 

^foney,  labor,  and  materials  will  be  irretrievably  coinmitted  to  the 
project.  The  land  that  will  be  needed  for  right-of-way  will  not  be  available 
for  other  use  unless  a  demand  greater  than  that  of  the  road\%'ay  and  structure  * 
requires  a  change  in  land  use.  Hie  use  of  this  land,  material,  money  and  other 
resources  is  considered  to  be  justified  as  it  will  provide  a  much  needed  and 
inproved  highway  facility  to  serve  the  traveling  public. 

7.  R\SIS  FOR  deter:>iination 

The  attached  copy  of  the  "Letter  of  Intent",  E^ibit  "C",  was  sent 
to  all  persons  and  agencies  considered  to  have  interest  in  the  project.  The 
mailing  list  is  included  with  the  letter.  Follov^^ing  this  letter  are  all  comments 
that  were  received. 

Based  on  the  foregoing  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  project  does  not 
significantly  affect  the  environment  and  will  not  be  a  major  action. 

The  return  of  one  signed  copy  of  this  Agency  Impact  Determination 
indicating  your  concurrence  will  be  appreciated. 

Very  truly  yours. 


/ 


Date 


m  19  1975 


32-SCK:C^S:mg 
Attachjnents 

CO :  sL_Jw-B€>€iiert , 
D.  D.  Anderson 
R.  E.  Chajipion 


I  concur 


-WM^i^eh, 


H.  J.  ANDERSON 
DIRECTOR  OF  HIGHWAYS 


a.:^^L^ 


Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.  E. 
Pr.econstruction  Bureau 


Chief 


1/  -^^     _  // 

. :/'x-^Jrt^-f 

H.  N.   Stewart,  Division 'Administrator 
Federal  Highway  Administration 


K.  F.  Skoog 
R.  B.  Dundas 


KDntar.e  Divisior. 
Federal  Office  Buildlno 
301  S.  Park,  Drawer  10D56 
Helena,  Ptontana    59501 


August  21,  1980 


HEB-KT  01111a 

Mr.  LoL'is  S.  Wall  .  .  ^...  , 

Assistant  Director  ....... 

Advisory  Council  or.  Historic  Preservation     .       „ 

P.  0.  Dox  250S5 

Etenver,  Colorado    S0225  ... 

Dear  Mr.  Wall:  ,..,   .   .. 

Subject:     DP  2K)-1(3)11  York  Bridge  and  Approaches 

Enclosed  please  find  the  Prelirninary  Case  Report  conplete  with  attachrrents 
plus  tie  JfenorariduJT:  of  Agreensnt  with  stipulations  signed  by  the  Ton  tana 
SHPO,  D3H  and  the  Federal  Highway  Administration. 

The  attachments  consist  of:  a  vicinity  man  bhotograohs,  correspondence 
relating  to  the  detenni nation  of  eligibility  and  HAER  inventory  data  cards. 

VJe  are  requesting  the  Advisory  Council's  comnents  on  the  Case  Report  and 
on  the  ffemorandum  of  Agree.iient  and  It  Is  hoped  that  the  information 
supplied  will  suffice  as  the  agency's  conpliance  with  36  CFR  800. 

Sincerely  yours, 

H,  N.  Stewart 
Division  Administrator- 

Enclosures 
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EXHIBIT    NO. 5 


EXHIBIT  6 
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EO.L 

DETERMINATION  OF  EUGIBIUTY  NOTIRCATION 

National  Register  of  Historic  Races 

Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service 


EXHIBIT  7 


Name  of  property:     york    Bridge 
Location: 


Lewis     &    Clark    Co. 
Request  submitted    by:       dot-FHWA      h.    N.    Stewart 
Date  received:  7-11-8O  Additional  information   received 

Opinion   of  the   State  Historic  Preservation  Officer: 

QEligible  DNot  Eligible  DNo  Response 

Comments: 


State: 


MT 


The  Secretary  of  the   Interior   has   determined    that  this   property    is: 
[^Eligible  Applicable   criteria:      B,c  DNot   Eligible 

Comments:         Although  not  a  xinique   structiire,    the  York   Bridge,    dated   1906,    is   eligible 
under  criteria  B  eind  C  for   listing   in  the  National   Register.      It  is  historically 
in^ortamt   for   its  associations  with  the  construction  of   Houser  Dam  for  power  and  with 
the   local  political  climate  of  the  time.      This  bridge  was   the  result  of   lengthy 
negotiations  and  compromise  between  the  county  commissioners  and  the  power  company. 

Architecturally,    the  bridge  is  representative  of  an  important  engineering   type. 
Although  there  are  other   examples  extant,   York  Bridge   is . significant  as   a   surviving 
example  reflecting  the  patterns  of  development     of  bridge   architecture   in  the  early 
20th  century. 


O  Documentation   insufficient 

(Please   see   accompanying   sheet  explaining    additional   materials   required) 


T^ 


FHR  8-265  ?/79 


CPO     042    S7e 


-T^^  Keeper   of  the   Noti 


onal  Register 


EXHIBIT  8 


MEMORANDUM  OF   AGREEMENT 


WHEREAS,  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  (FHVVA)  proposed  to 
assist  the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  in  construction  of  the  York 
Bridge  in   Lewis  and  Clark  County,   Montana,   and 

WHEREAS,  FHWA  has  determined  that,  this  undertaking  as  proposed 
would  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  existing  York  Bridge  and  said 
bridge  being  eligible  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places;   and 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  Section  106  of  the  National  Historic  Preser- 
vation Act  of  1966  (16  U.S.C.  Sec.  470f,  as  amended,  90  Stat.  1320) 
and  Section  800.4(d)  of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 
(Council)  regulations  for  the  "Protection  of  Historic  and  Cultural 
Properties"  (36  CFR  Part  800),  the  FHWA  has  requested  the  coriiments 
of  the  Council;    and 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  Section  800.6  of  the  Council's  regulations, 
representatives  of  the  Council,  the  FHWA,  and  the  Montana  SHPO  have 
consulted  and  reviewed  the  undertaking  to  consider  feasible  and 
prudent  alternatives  to  avoid  or  satisfactorily  mitigate  the  adverse 
effect;   and 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  •  it  is  mutually  agreed  that  implementation  of  the 
undertaking,  in  accordance  with  the  following  stipulations  will  satisfac- 
torily   mitigate    any    adverse    effect    on     the    above-mentioned     property. 

Stipulations 

1.)  The  York  Bridge  will  be  recorded  and  photographed  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  Historic  American  Engineering  Record  and  the 
information  forwarded  to  the  HAER.  The  structure  will  then  be 
dismantled. 


2.)  Information  from  the  Historic  American  Engineering  Record  along 
with  the  original  plans  of  the  bridge  and  other  historic  information 
will  be  bound  in  booklets  and  given  to  the  Lewis  &  Clark  Library 
and  the  Montana   Historical   Society  Museum. 
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